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Milton . 


SPU 

Rub malt between your hands to get the come or fprouting 
clean away. _ Mortim’s Husbandry. 

2. To fhoot into ramifications. 

Vitriol is apt to fprout with moifture. bacon. 

3. To grow. 

Th’ enlivening daft its head begins to rear, 

And on the allies fprouting plumes appear. Tidel. 

Sprout, n.f [from the verb.] A fhoot of a vegetable. 

Stumps of trees, lying out of the ground, will put tort 

c Bacon, 

fprouts for a time. 

Early ere the odorous breath of morn 
Awakes the {lumbering leaves, or taftel’d horn 
Shakes the high thicket, hafte 1 all about. 

Number my ranks, and vifit every fprout. i Milton. 

To this kid, taken out of the womb, were brougnt in the 
tender fprouts of ftirubs; and, after it had tailed, began to eat 
of fuch as are the ufual food of goats. Ray on the Q eat ion . 
SPRUCE, adj. [Skinner derives this word from preux,r rench ; 
but he propofes it with hefitation : Junius thinks it comes from 
fprout ; Cafaubon trifles yet more contemptibly. I know not 
whence to deduce it, except from pruce. In ancient books 
we find furniture of pruce a thing coftly and elegant, and 
thence probably came fpruce.] Nice; trim; neat without 

elegance. 

The tree 

That wraps that cryftal in a wooden tomb, 

Shall be took up fpruce , fill’d with diamond. 

Thou wilt not leave me in the middle ftreet, 

. Tho’ fome more fpruce companion thou do’ft meet 
Along the crifped (hades and bow rs 
Revels the fpruce and jocund Spring ; 

The graces, and the rofy-bofom’d hours, 

Thither all their bounties bring. 

I muft not flip into too fpruce a ftyle for fenous matters ; and 
yet I approve not that dull infipid way of writing 

He put his band and beard in order. 

The fprucer to accoft and board her. Hudibras. 

He is fo fpruce , that he can never be genteel. 1 at ter: 

' This Tim makes a ftrange figure with that ragged coat u 11- 
der his livery: can’t he go jfruce and clean ? JrtoUmt. 

To Spruce, v.n. [from the noun.] To drefs with affe&ed 

neatnefs. 

Spru'cebeer. n.f] [from fpruce, a kind of fir.] Beer tinc¬ 
tured with branches of fir, . . . . 

In ulcers of the kidneys fpruceheer is a good balfamicR. 1 . 
Spru'celeather. n.f [Corrupted for Pruffian leatherfAmj. 

The leather was of Pruce. Dryden s Fables. 

Spru'ceness. n.f. [from fpruce.] Neatnefs without elegance. 
Sprung. 7he preterite and participle paffive of Jpnng. 

Tall Norway fir, their raafts in battle fpent. 

And Englifh oaks , fprung leaks, and planks, reftore 
Now from beneath Maleas’ airy height. 

Aloft (he fprung , and fteer’d to I hebes her flight. 

Who (prung from kings (hall know lefs joy than I. Pope 
Sprunt. n. f Any thing that is ftiort and will not eafily bend. 

Spud. n.f. A (hort knife. 

My love to Sheelah is more firmly fixt. 

Than ftrongeft weeds that grow thefe ftones betwixt. 

My fpud thefe nettles from the ftones can part, 

No knife fo keen to weed thee from my heart. Swift. 

Spullers of Tarn. n.f. Are fuch as are employed to fee_that 
it be well fpun, and fit for the loom. 1 

SPUME, n.f. [fpuma , Latin.] Foam; froth. 

Materials dark and crude, 

Of fpirituous and fiery fpume , ’till touch’d 
With heaven’s ray, and temper’d, they (hoot forth 
So beauteous, op’ning to the ambient light. Milton. 

Waters frozen in pans, after their diflolution, leave a troth 
and fpume upon them, which are caufed by the airy parts dit- 
fufed by the congealable mixture. Brown s Vulgar Errours. 
To Spume, v.n. [Jpumo, Latin.] To foam; to troth 
Spumous. 7 adj. [ Jpumeus , Latin; from the noun.] Frothy; 

Spu'my. ) foamy. , , , . ,, .. 

The caufe is the putrefa&ion of the body by unnatural heat. 

the putrifying parts fuller a turgefcence, and becoming airy 
and fpumusy afeend into the furface of the water. Brown. 
Not with more madnefs, rolling^from afar. 

The fpumy waves proclaim the wat’ry war; 

And mounting upwards with a mighty 1 oar, 

March onwards, and infult the rocky (hore. rye tn. 

The fpumous and florid ftate of the blood, in pafling through 
the lungs, arifes from its own elafticity, and its violent motion, 
the aerial particles expanding tbemfelves. Arbutmo . 

Spun. The preterite and part. pafl. of fpin. 

The nymph nor fpun , nor drefs’d with artful pride; 

Her veft was gather’d up, her hair was ty’d. Addijon. 

Spunge. n.f [fpongia, Latin.] A fponge. ^ See Sponge. . 
When he needs what you have glean’d, it is but fqueezing 
you, and, fpunge y you {hall be dry again. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Confidering the motion that wasjmprefled by the painter s 
hand upon the fpunge, compounded with the fpecifick gravity 


SPU 

of the fpiinge and the refiftance of the air, the fpunge did nic' ; 
chanically and unavoidably move in that particular line of 

1Tlotion - rn ~ Bcm/s Stfm « 

To Spunge. v. n. [Rather To fponge.] 1 0 hang on ogieA r ’ 
maintenance. 

This will maintain you, with the 
while you are young. 


Dryd . 
Pope. 


perquifite of 

wmTe you are young. ^ ^ $$rft ! to% 7, 

Spuinginghouse, n.f [ fpunge and houfe .] A houfe to which 
debtors are taken before commitment to prifon, where th 
bailiffs fponge upon them, or riot at their coft. ‘ e 

A bailiff kept you the whole evening in a fpunghghmf. Sw 
SpuVgy. adj. [from fpiinge.] 

1. Full of (mail holes, and foft like a fpiinge. 

Some Englifh wool, vex’d in a Belgian loom. 

And into cloth of fpuriff foffcrYefi'made. 

Did into France or colder Denmark roam, 

To ruin with worfe air our ftaple trade. Dryder 

2. Wet; moift; watery. 

There is no lady of more fofter bowels, 

More fpungy to fuck in the fenfe of fear. Shakefpeare. 

I faw Jove’s bird, the Roman eagle, wing’d 
From the fpungy South to this part of the Weft, 

There vanilh’d in the fun-beams. Shakef Cynkelint, 

3. Drunken ; wet with liquor. 

What cannot we put upon 

His fpungy officers ? Shakefpeare. 

Spunk, n.f Rotten .wood; touchwood. See Sponk. 

To make white powder, the beft way is by the powder of 
rotten willows: fpunl, or touchwood prepared, might perhaps 
make it ruffet. ^ Brown’s Vulgar Errours, 

SPUR. n.f. [j-puyia. Sax. fpore , Danifh, Iflandick, and Dutch; 
efperon , French.] 

1. A (harp point fixed in the rider’s heel, with which he pricks 
his horfe to drive him forward 

He borrowing that homely armour for want of a better, 
had come upon the fpur to redeem Philoclea’s picture. Sidney. 
Whether the body politick be 
A horfe whereon the governour doth ride, 

Who, newly in the feat, that it may know 
He can command it, lets it ftraight feel the fpur. Shakefp. 
He prefently fet fpurs to his horfe, and departed with the 
reft of the company. Knolles s Hjiory of the Turks. 

Was I for this entitled, fir, 

And girt with rufty fword and fpur. 

For fame and honour to wage battle ? Hudibras. 

2 . Incitement; inftigation. 

Seeing then that nothing can move, unlefs there be fome 
end, the defire whereof provoketh unto motion, how fhoulil 
that divine ^ower of the foul, that fpirit of our mind, ever Air 
itfelf into a&ion, unlefs it have alfo the lik efpur ? Hooker. 
What need we any fpur, but our own caufe. 

To prick us to redrefs ? Shakef Julius Cerfar. 

His laws are deep, and not vulgar; not made upon th fpur 
of a particular occafion, but out of providence of the future, 
to make his people more and more happy. Bacon. 

Reward is the fpur of virtue in all good arts, all laudable 
^tempts; and emulation, which is the other fpur, will never 
be wanting, when particular rewards are propofed. Dryden. 
The chief, if not only, fpur to human induftry and action, 

is uneafinefs. , Ml . ' 

The former may be a fiur to the latter, ’till age makes hta 

in love with the ftudy, without any childifh bait. OUp. 

9. A ftimulus; a prick ; any thing that galls and tcazeo. 

Grief and patience, rooted in him both. 

Mingle their fpun together. . SbaU Cyf t 

a. The (harp points on tire legs of a cock with winch h • 
Of birds the bill is of like matter with the teeth 

th t„tlishave b nb a ur n al weapons to defend and offend; ^ 
talons, fome claws, fome Jpurs and beaks. 

5. Anv thing {landing out; a fnag. 

The ftrong bas’d promontory 
Have I made {hake, and pluckt up by th e fpurs r(> 

The pine and cedar. 

To Spur. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To prick with the fpur; to drive with the fpur. f{Urt . 

My friend, who always takes care to cure hi? 1 

ing fits, /purred him up to the very fide of the coacl. 

Your father, when he mounted, jW*. 

Rein’d ’em in ftrongly, and h e fpurr d them hefin d s his 
Who would be at the trouble of learning, ^ 

ignorance is careffed ? But *hen you brow-beat an ^ 
them, you make them men; for though thy n , en d 

mettle, yet, if they at Spurred and kicked, the^ ^ 

their pace. - 

2, To inftigate; to incite ; to urge forward. 

Lovers break not hours, 

Unlefs it be to come before their time : 5 hatfp 0 .*' 

So much they fpur their expedition. _ tempe re< ^ 

Let the awe he has got upon their minds be tQ t heir 

the marks of good-will, that affefliQn may fpur ^ 

duty. „ 3 * To 
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SPU, 

fcj- wuf not'be •.[purr’d to what it 
To Spur. v. n. t 

rr' fr wi with great expedition. . ■ • t 

*• 1 0 with backward bows tire Parthians Audi be there. 

And- [burring from the fight, confefs their fear: 

A double wreutth fliall crown our Caffar’s brows. Drydn. 
n To prefs forward. 

Afcanius took th’alarm, while yet he led, 

And /purring on, his equals foon o’erpafs’d. _ Dryd. Mn. 
Some bold men, though they begin with infinite ignorance 
1 prrour yet, by /purring on, refine themfelves. Giew* 
VfTTD- adf (fpur and Hurt with the fput. 

^ I was not made a horle, 

And yet I bear a burthen like an afs, 

Sbwgall'd and tir’d, by jaunting Bolingbfoke. Shakefpeare. 

What! fhal) each fpurgalCd hackney of the day, 

Or each new penfion’d fycophant, pretend 
To break my windows, if I treat a friend. Pope . 

Spurge, n.f [efiurge, French; fpurgie, Dutch, from pur go, 
f atin ] A plant violently purgative. Spurge is a geneial 
name'in Engliffi for all milky purgative plants. Skirmer. 

The flower confifts of one leaf, of the glooous bell fiiape, 
'cut into feveral moon-ihaped fegments, and encompafled by 
ttV0 little leaves, which feem to perform the office of a flower- 
cup: the pointal is for the moft part triangular, which rifes 
from the bottom of the flower, and becomes a fruit of the 
fame fhape, divided into three cells, each containing an oblong 
feed. Every part of the plant abounds with a milky juice. 
There are feventy-one ipecies of this plant, of which wart- 
wort is one. The firft fort, called broad-leaved fpurge, is a 
biennia! plant, and ufed m medicine under tne name of cata¬ 
pult minor. The milky juice in thefe plants is ufed by fome 
to deftrov warts; but particular care fliould be taken in the 
application, becaufe it is a ftrong cauftick. Miller . 

The leaves of cataputta, or fpurge , being plucked upwards 
or downwards, perform their operations by purge or vomit, 
is a ftrange conceit, aferibing unto plants pofitional opera¬ 
tions. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Spurge Laurel, or Mezereon, n.f. [thyme!aa, Latin.] A plant. 
The characters are: the flower confifts of one leaf; is, for 
the moft part, funncl-maped, and cut into four fegments; 
from whofe centre rifes the pointal, which afterward becomes 
an oval fruit, which is in fome full of juice, but in others is 
dry. In each is contained one oblong feed. It is a rough 
purge. Miller . 

SPURIOUS, adj. [ fpurius, Latin,] 

Y Not genuine; counterfeit; adulterine. 

The coin that {hows the firft is generally fejedled as fpu- 
rious, nor is the other efteemed more authentick by the prefent 
Roman medalifts. Addij'on on Italy. 

If any thing elfe has been printed, in which we really had 
any hand, it is loaded with fpurious additions. Siuift. 

2. Not legitimate; baftard. 

Your Scipio’s, Csefar’s, Pompey’s, and your Cato’s, 

Thefe gods on earth, are all the fpurious brood 
Of violated maids. Addifons Caio. 

Spu'rling. n.f[ efperlan , French. ] A final! fea-fiih. 
All-faints, do lay for porke and fowfe, 

For fprats and fpurlings for your houfe. Tuffer . 

ToSpurn. v. a. [ppojman, Saxon.] 

1. To kick ; to ftrike or drive with the foot. 

They fuppos’d I could rend bars of fleet. 

And fpurn in pieces polls of adamant. Shakef. Henry VI. 

Say my requeft’s unjuft, 

And fpurn me back; but if it be not fo. 

Thou art not honeft. Shakefpeare's Ccriolanusi 

You that did void your rheum upon my beard, 

And foot me as you fpurn a ftranger cur 

Over your threfhold. _ Shak. Merchant of Venice. 

He in the furging fmoke 

Uplifted fpurn’d the ground. Milton « 

So was I forc’d 

To do a fovereign juftice to myfelf, 

And fpurn thee from my prefence. Dry den’s Don Sebajliim . 
I hen will I draw up my legs, and fpurn her from me with 

. . Addifon’s Spectator. 

A mtik-wbite bull {hall at your altars {land, 

7 bat threats a fight, and fpurns the rifing fand. Pot* 

When Athens finks by fates unjuft, b ^ 

When wild barbarians fpurn her duft. Pope 

Now they, who reach Parnaflus’ lofty crown, 

Employ their pains to fpurn fome others down. Pope. 
2 * lore je<ft; tofeorn; to put away with contempt; to difdain* 
In whilom I fhould a(k your name ; 

But fince thy outfide looks fo fair and warlike. 

What fafe and nicely I might well delay, 

By Rde of knighthood, I difdain an <\ fpurn. Shakefpeare: 


3 * Jo treat with contempt. 

thR°W Cft ' CkS W P pay , a f’° re Cl ’ earri ' 1 fervlce > when ‘hey find 
maftcrs'feV 0 k urned * becaufc fortune has laid them at their 


Locke , 


spy 

To Spurn, v.n. ; 1 

1. 7'o make contemptuous oppofition; to make intolent r.- 

fiilance. 

A fon to blunt the fword 

That guards the peace and fafety of your perfon; 

Nay more, to fpurn at your moft royal image. 

I, Pandulph, do religioufly demand 
Why thou againft the church, our holy mother, 

So wilfully do’ft fpurn f S/yakefp. King John* 

Inftrud me why 

Vanoc fhould fpurn againft our rule, and ftir 

The tributary provinces to war. Philips’s Briton* 

2. Tb tofs up the heels; to kick or ftruggle. 

The drunken chairman in the kennel fpurn% 

The glafles {hatters, and his charge o’ertarnsi Gay. 

Spurn, n.f. [from the verb.] Kick; irifolent and contemp¬ 
tuous treatment. 

The infoience of office, and the fpurns 
That patient merit of th’ unworthy takes. Shakefp . Hamlet « 

Spu'rn'ey. n.f. A plant. 

Spu'rrer. n.f. [from fpur.] One who ufes fpurs. 

Spu'rrier. n.f [from fpur.] One who makes fpurs. 

Spu'rry. n.f [ fpergula, Latin.] A plant. . 

Sparry feed is fown in the low countries in Summer, the firft 
time in May, that it may flower in June and July; and in 
Augufl the feed is ripe. Mortimer’s Husbandry. 

To Spurt, v.n. [See A? Spirt.] To fly out with a quick 
firearm 

If from a pundlure of a lancet, the manner of the fpv.rting 
out of the blood will {hew. it. Wifeman s Surgery. 

Spu'rway. n.f [ fpur and way.] A horfeway; a bridle-road* 
diftimSt from a road for carriages. 

Sputa'tjon. n.f. [ fputum, Latin.] The a£l of fpitting. 

A moift confumption receives its nomenclature from a moift 
fput'aticn, or expectoration: a dry one is known by. its dry 
cough. Harvey on Conjiimptions, 

To SHELTER, v. n. [fputo, Latin.] 

1. To emit moifture in fmall flying drops. 

If a manly drop or two fall down. 

It fealds along my cheeks, like the green wood, 

That ,fputt’ring in the flame, works outward into tears. Dry, 

2. To % out in fmall particles with fome noife. 

7 'he nightly virgin, while her wheel fhe plies; 

Forefees the florins impending in the {kies, 

When fparkling lamps the wfputt’ring light advance. 

And in the fockets oily bubbles dance. Dryden a 

3. To fpeak haftily and obfeurely, as with the mouth full; to 
throw out the fpittle by hafty fpeech. 

A pinking owl fat fputteringai the fun, and afked him what 
he meant to ftand flaring her in the eyes. L’EJlrange. 

7 'hey could neither of them fpeak their rage; and fo fell 
a fputtering at one another, like two roafting apples. Congreve . 

Though he fputtet- through a feffion. 

It never makes the lead: impreffion; 

Whate’er he fpeaks for madnefs goes. Swift. 

To Spu'tter. v. a. To throw out with noife and heft- 
tation. 

Thou do’ft with lies the throne invade, 

Obtending heav’n for whate’er ills befall; 

And fputt’ring under fpecious names thy gall. Dryden* 

In the midft of careffes, and without the leaft pretended in¬ 
citement, to jputter out the bafeft accufations! Swift, 

Spu 7 tterer. n. f. [from fputter.] One that fputters. 

SPY. n.f [yfpio,JNe\{h ; efpion, French; fpie, Dutch; fpecula- 
tor , Latin. It is obferved by a German, that fpy has been in 
all ages a word by which the eye, or office of the eye, has been 
exprefied : thus the Arimafpians of old, fabled to have but one 
eye, were fo called from ari, which, among the nations of 
Caucafus , flill fignifies one± and fpi, which has been received 
from the old Afiatick languages for an eye, fght, or one that 
fees.] One fent to watch the conduCl or motions of others; 
one lent to gain intelligence in an enemy’s camp or country. 

We’ll hear poor rogues 

Talk of court news, and we’ll talk with them too. 

And take upon’s the myflery of things. 

As if we were God’s fpies. ° Shakefp. King Lear, 

Spies of theVolfcians 

Held me in chace, that I was forc’d to wheel 
Thiee or four miles about. Shakefpeare’s Coriolanust. 

Every corner was pofl'effed by diligent fpies upon their 
maflci and miftrefs. Clarendon. 

I come no fpy. 

With purpofe to explore, or todifturb, 

The fecrets of your realm. Milton’s Paradife Left. 

Such command we had, 

To fee that none thence iffu’d forth a fpy , 

Or enemy, while God was in his work. MiltcH « 

Nothing lies hid from radiant eyes ;• 

All theyfubdue become their fpies: 

Secrets, as chofen jewels, are 

Prefented to oblige the fair. Waller, 

O’er 
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